MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CROFT PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2010 AT THE VILLAGE HALL, MUSTARD LANE, CROFT

Present:
Councillor Cummerson (Chairman)

Councillors Hilton, Shelley, Thewsey.
178. Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest
No declarations were received.
179. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Councillors Allen and Hoyle.
180. Minutes
Resolved,
That the minutes of the meeting held on 19 October 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

181. – Biffa Landfill Restoration Plan (Resolution 140)
Councillors Shelley reported that he had met with Roger Lamming when it was agreed that footpath access from Silver Lane and to summit of the tip was required.
182. – Request for Waiting Restrictions outside St Lewis’s School, Mustard Lane
   (Resolution 141)
It was noted that the Parish Council’s views as contained in resolution 141 of the previous meeting would be brought to the attention of a being meeting arranged between various sections of the Borough Council, following which the Parish Council’s views would be sought regarding its outcome.
183. – Village Green (Resolution 142)
Councillor Hilton agreed to obtain photographs from the Scouts.
184. – School Crossing Patrols (Resolution 143)
Councillor Shelley reported that the existing School Crossing Warden will not move from St Lewis’s School to the primary school until January 2011 and that in the meantime, the cook at the primary school will carry out the School Crossing Warden’s duties.
185. – Parkside Direction Group (Resolution 144)
No further information on the Local Development Framework was available at the present time.
186. – Traffic Congestion – Heath Lane/Mustard Lane (Resolution 145)
No photographic evidence was available at the present time.
187. – Play Equipment at the Playing Field (Resolution 146)
Councillor Shelley reported that ROK had been placed in administration.
It was agreed that a Friends of the Playing Field Committee be established and meet at the Youth Centre to consider what equipment is suitable with a view to the Committee applying to the Warrington Partnership for funding.

188. – Planning Applications – Parish Council Referral Scheme (Resolution 147)
No further information was available at the present time.
189. –Village Hall Play School (Resolution 148)
No further information was available at the present time.
190. – Toilets -  Hand Washers/Dryers (Resolution 149)
Councillor Thewsey reported that the application submitted to the Warrington Partnership did not meet the required criteria and that funding therefore was not available.
Councillor Shelley undertook to look into the possibility of applying for funding to Biffa.

191. – Parish Council Liaison Meeting (Resolution 150)
A revised date was awaited.

192. – Bus Services (Resolution 151)
A reply from the Borough Council with regard to the service 19 Warrington-Leigh was awaited.
193. – Accidents at Heath Lane/Kenyon Lane (Resolution 154)
Correspondence from the Borough Council requesting further information was considered and it was noted that information supplied by John Keating had been forwarded to the Borough Council for their attention.
194. – Olive Branch Community Church – Request to use the Playingfield
(Resolution 156)

Confirmation of the dates of either 5–8 August or 12-15 August was awaited.
195. – Street Light No.2 – Lady Lane (Resolution 157)
It was noted that the column had been replaced and that it should be connected to the electricity supply within the next two weeks.
196. – Business Rates (Resolution 159)
It was noted that the Borough Council had granted business rate relief in respect of the rates for the Parish Council office, but that it did not apply to the toilets.
No further rates will be payable until March 2011 and that the refund of overpaid rates of £104.82 had been received.
197. – Public Footpath No. 11 (Resolution 160)
Resolved,

That no objection be raised to the proposed amended route of the diversion.
198. – Public Footpath No. 10A (Resolution 161)
Correspondence from the Borough Council was received and it was agreed that the proviso that access be maintained for prams and wheelchairs be withdrawn.
199. – Public Rights of Way Forum (Resolution 162)
Councillor Shelley agreed to approach Craig Pownell to enquire as to whether he would act as the Rights of Way Officer.
200. – Photocopier (Resolution 163)
Resolved,

That the quotation from Access Digital Systems for a Ricoh MP2000/SP Digital Copying System including a scanner and duplex for A3 and A4 copying in the sum of £1,970 plus VAT be accepted, subject to the company confirming that they can connect the laptop to the copier.
201. – Census 2011 (Resolution 164)
The information from the Census Research Networking Team had been placed on the village website.

202. – Car Boot Sales (Resolution 165)
It was noted that the application from Christ Church, Croft had not been received due to the organiser’s illness and it was hoped to have it in time for the December meeting:

Resolved,

That the application and those from the Bowling Association  for 30 May and 29 august 2011 be considered at the next meeting.
203. ​– Parish Council Notice Board (Resolution 169)
The Clerk reported that in order to place a notice board at the junction of Heath Lane/Mustard Lane, a street works licence be would be required from the Borough Council at a cost of £311.38 and that the contractor would require £2m public liability insurance.
It was noted that the Clerk had enquired as to whether the Borough Council would grant permission for the board to be installed on the grassed area next to the Village Hall and a reply was awaited.

204. – Parish Council Signs (Resolution 171)
The signs for the Playing Field and the footpath at Arkenshaw Road had been ordered.
205. – Horse Signs
Consideration was given to the need for extra horse signs in the village and it was agreed that members ascertain where the existing signs are situated.

206. Police Matters
PCSO Pickering and Sgt. Catteral attended the meeting and reported on crimes during November 2010, including anti social behaviour, criminal damage, burglaries, drugs offences, thefts and speed enforcement.
207. Charges for Parish Elections
Correspondence from the Borough Council was received detailing four options for the possible review of the charging policy for Parish elections:
Resolved,

That Option 3 – Retrospective recharge based on actual costs be recommended.

208. Croft Carnival
The invitation for members to attend the Croft Carnival Committee’s AGM at 7.30 pm on 13 November 2010 at the Village Hall was received.

209. General Items
The following items were noted:-
(1) Warrington Borough Council – Local Transport Plan.
(2) Warrington Borough Council – Councillor Service.
(3) Cheshire ALC November Newsletter.
(4) October Police Newsletter.
(5) East Area Plan Meeting – 2-3.30 pm on 18 November 2010 at the Encounter Centre in Birchwood.
210. Planning Items
- Action of Chairman/Clerk
Replies to the following applications were required prior to the date of this meeting, and following consultation with the Chairman, the Clerk had submitted no objections:-
(a) Application 2010/17135 – Oaklands Farm, Mustard Lane – proposed conversion of ancillary wash - house/workshop to ancillary residential accommodation.
(b) Application 2010/17212 – Risley Landfill Site, Silver Lane – proposed landfill gas clean up infrastructure in the form of eight carbon vessels (2.5 m diameter, 7.5 m high), carbon plant in the form of ancillary pipe work and two chiller units (5 m long, 1.5 m wide and 2.5 m high).

211. – Application
Resolved,

That no objection be raised to Application 2010/17310 – 57 Kenyon Lane, Croft – proposed two-story side extensions to both sides of dwelling.

212. Newsletter
Items for the Newsletter were invited in time for the January meeting.

213. Clerk’s Leave
The Clerk would be on leave on 22 and 23 November 2010.

214. December Meeting
Resolved,

That if possible, the next meeting be held on 15 December 2010, alternatively on 14 December 2010.

215. Exclusion of the Public (including the Press
Resolved,

That members of the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the following item of business.
216. Financial Statement
The financial statement for the period ending 31 October 2010 was received.

217. Half Year Expenditure Analysis
Resolved,
That the half year expenditure analysis from April to September 2010 be received and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

218. Christmas Tree
Resolved,

That the quotation of JDT Electrical Services in the sum of £1,398.06 for LED Lighting System for the Christmas tree and trees round the car park, and hire of a powered access platform be accepted, and a deposit of £998.06 be paid.

The Meeting ended at 9.02 pm

Signed 




Chairman



14 December 2010

