MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CROFT PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30 PM ON TUESDAY 19 OCTOBER 2010 AT THE VILLAGE HALL, MUSTARD LANE, CROFT

Present:
Councillor Cummerson (Chairman)

Councillors Allen, Hilton, Hoyle, Shelley, Thewsey.
138. Code of Conduct – Declarations of Interest 
No declarations were received.
139. Minutes
Resolved,
That the minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

140. – Biffa Landfill Restoration Plan (Resolution 103)
Councillors Shelley and Hilton reported on a meeting with Biffa on 13 October 2010.  A planning application had been submitted for an extension to the existing landfill facility to allow an 18 month extension until 19 April 2012 for the completion of waste disposal operations, and a further one year until 19 April 2013 to complete the restoration of the site.
They were to meet with Roger Lamming next week to discuss the footpaths on the site.

Councillor Hilton reported that they had asked that access for pedestrians and horse riders only be provided to Silver Lane to prevent its use by travellers.
141. – Request for Waiting Restrictions outside St Lewis’s School, Mustard Lane
   (Resolution 104)
Correspondence was received from the Borough Council stating that they had completed six parking surveys in Mustard lane and Lady Lane during September 2010, and as a result, intended to introduce waiting restrictions from Oaklands Farm to Lady Lane on the school side of the road, preventing waiting from 8.30 am to 9.30 am and 2.30 pm to 3.30 pm Monday to Friday and on the opposite side of the road, no waiting at any time:
Resolved,

That
(1)
the Council is still of the opinion that to consider intermittent waiting restrictions was the best solution;

(2)
however, if this is not possible, support be given to the proposals.

142. – Village Green (Resolution 105)
No information had been received from the public.
143. – School Crossing Patrols (Resolution 106)
Councillor Shelley reported that the School Crossing Warden outside the primary school was to leave and that the warden from St Lewis’s School was to move to the primary school on 1 November 2010.
144. – Parkside Action Group (Resolution 107)
No further information on the Local Development Framework was available at the present time.
145. – Traffic Congestion – Heath Lane/Mustard Lane (Resolution 108)
No photographic evidence was available at the present time.
146. – Play Equipment at the Playing Field (Resolution 109)
Resolved,
That the Clerk write to ROK enquiring as to when the replacement piece of play equipment would be installed.

147. – Planning Applications – Parish Council Referral Scheme (Resolution 110)
No further information was available at the present time.
148. –Village Hall Play School (Resolution 111)
It was noted that the Play School may move to St Lewis’s School for a period of 12 months free of charge.
149. – Toilets -  Hand Washers/Dryers (Resolution 113)
The Chairman agreed to contact Jim Wilkes regarding a letter from the Carnival Committee requesting financial assistance towards the hand washer/dryer in the gents’ toilets.
150. – Parish Council Liaison Meeting (Resolution 114)
A revised date was awaited.

151. – Bus Services (Resolution 116)
A reply from the Borough Council with regard to service 19 Warrington-Leigh was awaited.
152. Public Seat
The undergrowth had been trimmed from the public seat at the junction with Cross Lane and Warrington Road. 
153. – Culcheth Athletic Under 16’s B Team
It was noted that people attending a recent match had parked their vehicles in Smithy Lane by the railings at the Playing Field causing congestion:
Resolved,

That the organisers be requested to use the Youth Club car park, or the Parish Council car park.

154. ​– Accidents at Heath Lane/Mustard Lane (Resolution 119)
A reply from the Borough Council regarding a request for a barrier was awaited.

155. – Warrington Borough Council Children in Need Funding (Resolution 123)
Councillor Allen would pass on the information to the Village Hall Committee.

156. – Olive Branch Community Church – Request to use the Playing Field
    (Resolution 124)
Confirmation of the dates of either 5 - 8 August, or 12 - 15 August 2011 was awaited.
157. – Street Light No.2 – Lady Lane (resolution 131)
It was noted that the light was to be replaced with a metal column.

158. Police Matters
A Police Constable and PCSO attended the meeting and submitted reports for September and October including anti social behaviour, speed enforcement and community engagement.
It was noted that increased activities were expected during the Halloween and Bonfire Night periods.

It was also noted that the family causing problems for neighbours on the former Croft House site had been visited by a representative of Arena and a police officer, and that the problems had now ceased. 

159. Business Rates
Correspondence was received from the Borough Council stating that business rates for the period October 2010 to March 2011 in respect of the Parish Council office would cease, and that a refund of £104.82 was owing to the Parish Council.
160. Public Footpath No. 11
Resolved,

That no objection be raised to the proposal by the Borough Council to divert public footpath no. 11.

161. Public Footpath No. 10A
Resolved,

That no objection be raised to the proposed kissing gate on public footpath no. 10A subject access being maintained for prams and wheelchairs.
162. Public Rights of Way Forum
Correspondence was received from Brian Dutton stating that he was to cease to act as Public Rights of Way Officer due to moving to Culcheth and requesting consideration of a replacement representative:
Resolved,

That
(1)
consideration be given to the request at the next meeting;

(2)
the vacancy be advertised on the village website;

(3)
Mr Dutton be requested to attend the meeting of the Rights of Way Forum to be held tomorrow.
163. Photocopier
Consideration was given to two quotations for the renewal of the lease for the office photocopier:
Resolved,

That
(1)
the proposed lease renewal be not accepted;

(2)
quotations be obtained for the purchase of A3 and A4 photocopiers.
164. Census 2011
Correspondence from the Census Research Networking Team with regard to recruitment for the 2011 Census was received and the information be placed on the village website.

165. Croft Bowling Association
Consideration was given to a request from the Croft Bowling Association to hold car boot sales at the Playing Field on 30 May and 29 August 2011.

It was noted that the Association had contributed £75 towards the rent of the land:
Resolved,

That consideration of the request for the car boot sales be deferred until a request has been received from Christ Church, Croft.

166. Village Website
Details of the new village website were noted and members were invited to make any suggestions or additions to the site.

167. General Items
The following items were noted:-

(a) Warrington Borough Council – Summer Play Scheme Report.
(b) Croft Village Hall – Letter of thanks for grant.
(c) Croft Bowling Association Minutes – 13 October 2010.

168. Christ Church Croft
Correspondence regarding the Harvest of Talents Weekend was received and it was agreed that the cost of the flowers in the sum of £33.28 be paid by the Parish Council.

169. Parish Council Notice Board
Resolved,

That the quotation be obtained for the installation of a Parish Council notice board at the junction of Heath Lane/Mustard Lane.

170. Planning Items
Resolved,

That
(1)
no objection be raised to Application 2010/17111 – Woodbine House, 98 Heath Lane – proposed dropped kerb and a conservatory and garage to both sides of the bungalow;

(2) correspondence from SLR regarding a planning application to be submitted to the Borough Council for a time extension to the existing landfill facility be received;

(3) a revised document for validation requirements for planning and related applications submitted to the Borough Council be received;
(4) a letter from Davina Williams in respect of the application for a wind turbine at Lowes Farm, Kenyon Lane, which was considered at the last meeting, be received.

(Councillor Hoyle took no part in the discussions on the above planning items).

171. Parish Council Signs
Resolved,

That signs be erected as follows:-

(1) Playing Field - Prohibition of  horses, motor bikes, golf.
(2) Footpath at Arkenshaw Road – Prohibition of horses, motorbikes, 
          cycles.

172. Christmas Tree
Resolved,

That white fairy lights be obtained to be displayed within the trees at the edge of the car park.
  173.   Remembrance Sunday – 14 November 2010 
The service at Christ Church, Lady Lane would commence at 10.45 am and members were requested to be at the Church for 10.30 am.
173. Exclusion of the Public (including the Press
Resolved,

That members of the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the following item of business.
174. – Dam Lane Safety Measures (Resolution 136)
It was noted that the Access Only Order should come into force by the end of November 2010.

175. Financial Statement
The financial statement for the period ending 30 September 2010 was received.

176. Village Caretaker
It was noted that Rick Heard returned to work on 18 October 2010.


The Meeting ended at 9.05 pm

Signed 




Chairman



16 November 2010

