CROFT COMMUNITY NEWS

Published by Croft Parish Council


March / April 2010

VILLAGE SHOP NOW OPEN!

The General Elliot’s Store, adjacent to the General Elliot Public House, opened for business on 1 March.  This will be a valuable asset to the village and will provide a much needed service.  Your use of the shop will help to ensure that it continues to provide this service.  Opening hours are 7 am – 6 pm Monday to Saturday and 7 am – 4 pm Sunday.

Use it or lose it!

CROFT HOUSE

Construction work is continuing.  All 20 units have been advertised and 10 applicants

Have a connection with Croft.  It is hoped that occupancy will be available by May

CULCHETH CLINIC

Developments at Culcheth Clinic signal a new era of health services for the local population.

Putting patients and the local community at the heart of the NHS is a clear direction for the future.  The partners of Culcheth Healthcare have fully embraced this commitment and are setting out on as exciting journey of development to ensure that they are able to offer the best possible options to the populations they serve.  Part of this commitment involves the purchase of the building known as Culcheth Clinic from NHS Warrington.  Planning permission has already been granted for the redevelopment which is scheduled to be carried out in two phases.

The GP practice intends to conduct ‘business as usual’ during the development work and will be mindful of ensuring minimal disruption with clear signposting of new entrances and an assurance that building work only taking place where patients are not seen.

The first phase of the development will involve the closure of the existing two storey section of the building and modernisation of the interior and exterior including new windows, heating and lighting refurbishment, a lift to the first floor, new waiting areas and wider passage ways.

Phase two will involve the development of an extension on the top of the current single storey building and the creation of an atrium entrance, which will face the existing car park.  A new and vibrant reception area will be created to encourage patient engagement and provide healthy living information on an ongoing basis.  All rooms will be furbished to the highest possible standards and will meet with required Care Quality Commission standards.

The total redevelopment will create additional consulting rooms, a minor operating suite and a training facility.  Additional car parking together with cycle racks will be available for the use of staff and visitors.

Current services provided by Warrington Community Services will move temporarily, during the building work, to the Warrington Road practice at the rear of Sainsbury’s car park.  Only the Podiatry service will continue to be delivered from Culcheth Clinic during this development phase.

In setting out on this exciting development, the partners of Culcheth Healthcare would like to thank the practice Patient Participation Group for their ongoing engagement and involvement over the past six months and the Mersey Postgraduate Deanery for the development grant which will help support the redevelopment plan.

CHRISTMAS TREE

As usual the village had a festive tree over the Christmas period.  By way of a change, however, a small ceremony was held to initiate its erection and illumination.  Christmas carols were charmingly sung by Croft Primary School’s Choir and the lights were switched on by Les Hoyle, the Chairperson of the Parish Council.  In addition, some Christmas type of light refreshments were provided by the Horse Shoe Inn.

The tree was kindly donated to the Parish by David J Platt Landscapes Ltd.

It is hoped that this ceremony will become a feature in the village calendar in future years.

CROFT VILLAGE HALL

The Committee of Croft Village Hall would like to thank everyone who supported the Christmas Fayre on 22 November 2009.  £1,640 was raised including two generous donations, one from the Parish Council and one from the Croft W.I.  Other donations were received that helped towards this result.  The people who were involved in running the Fayre worked so hard on the day itself to achieve this wonderful sum of money.  However, the recent spell of bad weather, and legislation over the snow clearance of car parks, caused the hall to close for over a week.  Some user groups did not make it back for a fortnight and this resulted in loss of revenue of about £750.  Without the money from the Christmas Fayre the hall would have found it difficult to manage such a loss.  The Committee are all very grateful that so many people helped to make the Fayre the success that it was.

The hall provides a venue for many varied activities including an indoor bowling club, pre school, bridge club, keep fit, baby sensory group, Euro kids acting group, Croft W.I., model aircraft exhibitions, Cheshire weavers, children’s ballet and Pilates.  It is also the centre of the community for the farmers’ discussion society, voting, home watch meetings, photography, parties, weddings and funerals.  The community would lose its core without the village hall.

The Committee would like to give a very big thank you to Joan Wilshaw who is retiring from the position of treasurer to the village hall after 35 years service.  She has always given her time unstintingly which shows in the meticulous way the accounts have been kept.

It is becoming increasingly difficult to fill these voluntary posts, so the Committee is very grateful to Colin Monger who has volunteered to take over from Joan in April.  The Committee welcomes him and knows from his past record as a treasurer in other Croft activities that he will be an asset to the Croft Village Hall Committee.

CROFT SPEEDWATCH CAMPAIGN 

Monitoring of traffic speeds throughout the village has been carried out.  However, there is a desperate shortage of people to operate the equipment, so we are urgently appealing for volunteers to help.  A lot of people grumble about speeding in the village and its inherent dangers, particularly to the children.. By joining the monitoring campaign you could help to combat these dangers.

If you are interested in helping, please contact Community Support Officer Steve Dodd on 826626, or speak to one of the Croft Parish Councillors.

VILLAGE WEB SITE

The Village web site address is www.croftvillagecheshire.co.uk.
The aim is to make this web site the central information point for the village.  If you, or a member of your group, have any item that you feel is of universal interest to the village, please contact the website controller who is:-



Mr John Keating – Telephone No. 765969.

Alternatively, contact the Parish Council Clerk or a Parish Councillor.

One of the major features of the web site is the inclusion of a diary facility.  Members of an organisation who want to arrange a function, can check whether it coincides with another one already established and if not, they can book it.  Enquiries about what functions are on and when, can be made by any interested persons.  Actual entry into the system of function details will be carried out by John Keating.  Such details can be emailed to him on the following address:-

                                                 admin@croftvillagecheshire.co.uk.

CROFT BOWLING ASSOCIATION

Work continues over the winter on the green, pavilion and outside areas in preparation for the coming season.  We hope to open the green some time after the middle of March depending on the weather conditions.  A notice will be placed on the gates to confirm the opening date.

There will be a full season of activities including competitions for ladies and men and mixed events.  We have several teams competing in local leagues at both senior (pensioner) and non-senior levels and we have enjoyed a fair amount of success in past years.

The Association is self-funded and, apart from membership subscriptions, our main sources of income are the two car boot sales we hold – this year on Monday 31 May and Monday 30 August – together with the Annual President’s Dinner which is scheduled this year for Saturday 30 October in the Memorial Hall with entertainment by Rob Mason from The Likes Of Us.  We shall also have a stall at the Carnival.

We have many members who live in Croft and are hopeful of further new members from the village for 2010.  Nonetheless, we should like more!  During the season the green and pavilion are open seven days a week and we offer both competitive and social bowling.  We can provide sets of bowls for beginners if required so don’t be put off by the gates and come along to try out the game!

If you are interested, give our Membership Secretary, Audrey Stokes, a ring on 764405.  Alternatively, why not join us for a taster session we shall be holding on Saturday 8 May 2010 beginning at 1.30 pm.  Coaching will be available from some of our members.

Finally, the Association is looking for someone to act as Caretaker during the season which lasts from about mid- March to about the end of September.  The main responsibility will be opening up the green and pavilion each day (except Monday) and closing them again in the evening (usually only 4/5 nights per week).  A retainer will be paid.  If anyone is interested in this or knows of someone who might be please give Lawrence Grundy or Andrew Mitchell a ring on 764218/764500 respectively.

CROFT YOUTH CLUB

Croft Youth Club meets every Wednesday between 7 pm and 9 pm in the hall located in the car park of Christ Church in Lady Lane.

The Club benefits from a £2,000 grant from the Parish Council which enables it to employ a youth worker, Drew Clarke who, with the help of a group of enthusiastic young volunteers, provides a wide variety of activities to suit all ages and tastes.

Drew and the volunteers did a fantastic job at Croft Carnival, running a stall to raise enough money for a youth club trip to Alton Towers, which proved to be a runaway success.

If you are between the ages of 12 and 19 come along and make new friends and join in the fun.

VILLAGE PLAYING FIELD

The village playing field continues to be well used (weather permitting) throughout the year.  It is extremely heartening when passing the field and seeing groups of families, friends and children utilising the whole of the area.  The play equipment is very popular.  Unfortunately a small roundabout became faulty and hence unsafe and had to be removed.  It is hoped, however, that with the help of a sponsor, replacement equipment may be obtained and installed in the near future.

We would, however, again point out that the safety surfaces around the play equipment are fairly soft and prone to damage by high heeled shoes.

As anybody who uses the park will be aware, there have been problems with the park drainage which have got progressively worse as time has passed by.  The Parish Council has, however, during the last year been in a position to do something about it and has had a drainage system installed which should greatly improve the situation.  The volume of rain that has occurred over recent months has, however, been something of a stumbling block in trying to dry out the field.

Apart from the drainage problem, the park and its adjacent area has continued to be maintained to a high standard, thanks to the efforts of David J Platt Landscapes Ltd.

CROFT TODDLERS GROUP

Croft Toddlers has been running now for nearly 20 years.  Run by volunteers from the local community it welcomes mums, dads, carers and grandparents of pre-schoolers from all over the area.  It is a safe way for babies and toddlers to socialise, try out different toys, be creative and have lots of fun together.  It is also a brilliant way for their carers to meet up with other adults and make new friends over a brew and a biccie!

2009 was a great year for the group….the Croft Carnival Committee granted us enough funds to purchase 12 toddler tables and 30 small chairs so we are now able to offer a craft activity at every session and a safe seated area for snacktime.  The toddlers look so cute all sat down together and it really helps with the cleaning up!  We also had a bumper year on our carnival cake stall and were able to purchase lots of new ‘Happyland’ refresh the toy kitchen supplies and revamp the baby area.

Also in 2009 we held really well attended Halloween and Christmas Parties.  The hall was trimmed up, party games and food organised…..even Jabberjacks and Santa couldn’t resist popping in!

We have big plans for 2010, starting with an Easter Egg hunt and then on Tuesday 27 April we are linking with Croft Pre School to host a sponsored Toddle to raise funds for the Meningitis Trust.  If you would like to sponsor or help in any way, please do contact us, or just come along to cheer along your little ones and join us for a brew and a cake after.

Croft Toddlers is held every Tuesday and Thursday morning in Croft Youth Activity Centre, Smithy Lane, 9.30-11.00 am during term time.  Still just £1….please don’t be shy, join us….all welcome!

For more information contact Lisa (07530 170128) or Louise (07786 864588).

1st CROFT GUIDES

Girlguiding is celebrating its centenary, although I am sure the girls of 1910 would find guiding very different today.  Croft Guides helped launch the centenary by taking part in ‘Sparkle’, a County event which took place at Chester Racecourse with lots of activities and a giant birthday cake.  We followed that with a trip to London to the ‘Centenary Big Gig’, a concert exclusively for guides held at Wembley Arena with artists such as Jessica Burke, JLS, Pixie Lott and Scouting for Girls to name a few.  Whilst in London the girls visited the London Eye and Hyde Park collecting points along the way to add to their ADVENTURE 100 CHALLENGE (to gain 100 points by the end of the centenary) taking part in adventures of their choice.  These will range from our traditional camp to a visit to Harewood Hall at Leeds to take part in ‘FUSION’, a day of adventures, circus skills and more with guides and brownies from all over the UK, finishing on 20 October with our 20/20/2010 finale.  So we would like to take this opportunity to wish all past, present and future guides a fantastic centenary year and if you would like to join us in any of the celebrations, please contact Christine Thomasson on 01925 816663.

1st CROFT BROWNIES

Girlguiding UK is celebrating its centenary this year and at 1st Croft Brownies we are busy completing a variety of challenges and collecting points for the ‘Adventure 100’ challenge.  Each Brownie is awarded points for completing a challenge and we are well on the way to collecting the 100 points.

Our centenary celebrations began in September at Chester Racecourse.  We joined together with other units from Cheshire for a day of fun and activities.  The day ended with 100 candles on a massive cake which was shared by us all.  Since then activities have included a visit to the climbing wall in Warrington and a day at Christ Church when we cooked our meals, had a go at some new crafts like tie-dying and crocheting and played outside.  The day ended with a walk in the dark.  We are planning many more exciting activities for the rest of the year including a camp under canvas in May.  We are going to camp with the guides at Dunham Massey Campsite where there will be plenty of opportunity to explore and be involved in more challenges.  The centenary celebrations will end on 20 October with a Promise Ceremony for Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from the Division.

If you would like to join the fun, please get in touch or just come along to one of our meetings to see what we do at Brownies – both girls and adults are welcome.  1st Croft Brownies meet at Croft Youth Centre, Smithy Lane during term time on Thursday evenings from 6.00 to 7.15 pm.

Kathleen Cheyne and Judith Parker 01925 764154.

2nd CROFT BROWNIES

2nd Croft Brownies meet on Thursday evenings from 6.15 until 7.45 pm in Christ Church, Church Hall, Lady Lane and is for girls aged between 7 and 11.  It is lead by a team of 4 qualified leaders, a parent helper a young leader and two young Guides who help us each week as pack leaders.  All our young helpers and one of the Guiders are daughters of the senior Guiders and both daughters of our parent helper are in brownies too.  We think that this arrangement makes for a happy and welcoming atmosphere and gives a feeling of continuity to the pack.  Parents are encouraged to take an interest in what the girls are doing and I am happy to say that we have an excellent leadership team who all work well together, a brilliant group of brownies and it is all backed by an equally excellent group of parents who are very supportive of all that we do.

We are all members of Girlguiding UK, the largest youth organisation for girls in the UK with a quarter of all 8 year old girls being in Brownies.  This year together with all other members of guiding we celebrate our centenary.  There are lots of activities over the coming year to help us celebrate which means that we will be kept busy.  Besides the centenary events at our weekly meetings, we run a whole programme of activities centred on the official brownie programme of ‘Me, the community, the world’ and all activities revolve around at least one of these elements.  We work towards badges, do cooking, crafts, games, trips and of course the biggest adventure of the all, Pack Holiday, which features at least once a year.

Brownies is an exciting and interesting activity for girls, builds self confidence and allows them to develop and grow in a happy and safe environment.  We invite and welcome any girl of Brownie age to join us on Thursday evenings.  If you would like your daughter/granddaughter to join us please contact me, Karen Nash, Guider-in-Charge on 01925 767714.

1st CROFT RAINBOWS

Rainbows is the section of Girl Guiding for girls aged 5 to 7.  Being a Rainbow is all about learning, developing self confidence, building friendships and, of course, having lots of fun!  Rainbows follow a programme called the Rainbow Jigsaw, which involves a wide range of activities and games.  The Rainbow Jigsaw has four areas: Look, Learn, Laugh, Love.  At Croft Rainbows we have lots of fun and try to provide a variety of activities that the girls will enjoy.  It also gives them the opportunity to mix with girls from other schools.

Croft Rainbows is held every Monday at Croft Youth Centre, Smithy Lane from 4.30 to 5.30 pm.  If you would like more details or to put your daughter’s name on the waiting list please contact Corinne Hughes on 01925 762166 or email her at KJCERH@aol.com.  We are also in desperate need of adult help so if there is anyone who would bewailing to help then we would be extremely grateful.

CROFT SHUKOKAI KARATE CLUB

Children’s lessons are held at the Croft Youth Centre, Smithy Lane on Saturday mornings from 11.00 am to 12 noon and focus on fitness and learning the basics of Karate and self defence.  The lessons are structured to be fun with learning built in.

The classes for children teach respect for each other, how to avoid conflict and get away from trouble.  Aligned with this is a traditional martial art that helps the children progress through their belts/gradings.

Adult classes are also held at the Youth Centre from 7.00 to 8.00 pm on Wednesdays focusing on developing traditional Karate skills and self defence.  The focus for all self defence is strong foundation in the basics of Karate.

Your instructor is Neil Kenyon, 3rd dan Shukokai Karate with 30 years of experience in traditional Karate and a member of the England Squad (United Kingdom All Styles Karate Organisation). For more details contact Neil Kenyon on 07809 207 991.

THE NAYLOR TRUST

In 1864, arising from the will of a gentleman named Thomas Naylor, whose family had lived at one time in Croft, and in conjunction with the Official Custodian of Charities, the Naylor Trust was established.  As a result, an area of land bounded by Heath Lane, Mustard Lane and Sandy Lane, passed into the ownership of the Trust.

Administration of the Trust is carried out by a body of five Trustees.  One is the Rector of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Christ Church and is Ex Officio.  There are two nominative Trustees who are appointed by Croft Parish Council and two Co-opted Trustees.

The Trustees’ duty is to invest the capital, or income, arising from the sale or lease of the land.  The consultancy services of a professional investment management company

are used to try to optimise investments in relation to the current financial climate.

A quarter of the resultant annual interest goes towards the support of Croft Church of England School.  The remaining three quarters is available for promoting the education (including social and physical training) of persons resident in Croft, under the age of 25 years, who are in need of financial assistance.

There is no formal application form.  Applications should be made in writing, with as much detail as possible and addressed to Jeff Shelley (Secretary) or Reverend Chris Stafford (Chairperson).  In the case of a query, or need for further information, either of these Trustees can be contacted by telephone ( Jeff = 764517, Chris = 766330).

Funds are allocated as equitably as possible to Grant Requests at Trustee meetings (normally held approximately 4 times per year), taking into account money available and the size and volume of requests.

For further information about the Trust and the Naylor family, refer to pages 104 to 108 in the book entitled ‘Croft – The History of a Village’.

VILLAGE CARETAKER

Our current Village Caretaker is Richard Heard and it is thanks to his diligence that the streets and playing field are kept in a clean and tidy condition.

You can play your part, however, by putting fast food wrappers, soft drinks bottles and any other disposable items, into a waste bin, or by taking it home. 

KEEP WALKING AND REPORTING

Roger Lamming, Warrington Ramblers Footpath Secretary, extends his thanks to all those people that have reported problems they have encountered when walking public footpaths around the village.  This has been of great benefit ensuring that our Public Rights of Way remain open and free from obstruction.  However, ploughing over some continues to occur from time to time so please continue to let Roger know as soon as you come across these and any other problems.  He can be contacted on 01925 766828 or by email at rogerlamming@aol.com.

It is 75 years since the birth of the Ramblers Association and to celebrate this milestone Roger is organising a 75 km walk around the town and neighbouring boroughs. It is being divided into five 15 km sections held on Saturdays throughout June and July.  It is open to both Association members and non-members and children are most welcome provided that they are accompanied by adults. The walk will provide an opportunity to visit the countryside on the edge of the town and some of the surrounding villages including Croft and will pass many features of interest including nature reserves, woodland trails, parkland and heritage sites as well as canal tow paths and riverside tracks.  Details will be publicised in the local press and media nearer the time so keep a look out.  However, if in the meantime you require further information, then feel free to give Roger a call.

CHICKEN FARM, SPRING LANE

As many of you will have seen, work on the construction of the chicken farm at Springfield House Farm, Spring Lane is progressing.

ST LEWIS’ C P SCHOOL

This year St Lewis’ Catholic Primary School is celebrating 50 years on our current site.  The Foundation Stone was laid in 1958 and the first academic year started in 1959-60.  The school was officially opened and blessed by the Archbishop of Liverpool.

In October we opened the year of celebrations with a 1950s party.  Past and current pupils, teachers and governors dressed in 1950s costumes and played 1950s games like tiddlywinks and jacks.

We have lots planned for the rest of the year including burying a time capsule, a wine and cheese evening and a visit from the current Archbishop to replicate what happened 50 years ago.

If you are a past pupil, teacher or governor and would like to attend the wine and cheese evening, please contact Mrs Leahy on 762268.

PARKSIDE ACTION GROUP (PAG)

ProLogis plans to build the largest warehousing park in Europe between Newton-Le- Willows and Winwick with an extra 6 million HGVs per annum travelling on the M6 creating a potential congestion hell for this area.

In September 2009 ProLogis announced the proposal was now on hold due to unspecified market circumstances.  However, St Helens MBC recently issued amendments to their Local Development Framework (LDF) for the St Helens Borough.  These included potential revisions to the Parkside proposal.

Parkside Action Group (PAG) believes nothing has altered fundamentally except a change in tactics by the developer.  The LDF still includes a proposal to remove all the land from green belt providing certain cursory conditions are met.

Action is needed to challenge this and PAG are urging the public to respond to the LDF in line with St Helens MBC’s formal consultation process.  The deadline for any representations is 28 April 2010.

For further details on how you respond and can help this local campaign please visit www.parksideactiongroup.org.uk.
POLICING

From Inspector Richard Spedding, Neighbourhood Inspector for Warrington East Neighbourhood Police Team:-

I have been privileged to serve the residents of Warrington East, which includes Croft, since October 2009.  During my time I have concentrated on making sure that local policing is responsive to local issues and delivering a first class service to victims of crime.

I am proud that on average we have only 200 crimes reported monthly in an area where we have over 48,000 residents.  Warrington East is a safe place to live and we actively target people who try to make it any different.

The Neighbourhood Unit is divided into 4 separate Neighbourhood Teams, consisting of 1 Sergeant, 3 Constables and 4 Community Support Officers.  Every month we undertake community engagement through regular visible patrols and attending public meetings.  From the information provided to us we decide on three or more local priorities.  These are published on our web site and at the end of the month we report back to the community on what we have done about tackling these issues.  Our aim is to ensure that the community has an effective say in directing police activities and confidence in our ability our ability to deliver results.

On the Neighbourhood Unit we concentrate on investigating ‘volume’ crime such as theft, damage and minor assaults.  This allows our teams of specialist investigators such as CID to concentrate on more serious crime.  We also work closely with the Northern Area Proactive Unit who are dedicated to investigating residential burglaries, a crime which we recognise has a serious impact on the victims’ feelings of security.  I am pleased to report that recently a major team of criminals from Liverpool, who were suspected to have been involved in a number of burglaries, including some committed in Croft, has been arrested in a major operation.  These individuals are now being held on remand whilst they await trial.

In addition to these specialist teams, we also have a 24 hour uniform response team working from Warrington which has dedicated officers responsible for patrolling Culcheth, Croft and Glazebury.  So please be assured that we are available to respond as and when the need arises.

In an emergency please call 999.

To report a crime or non emergency incident please call 0845 458 0000.

To leave a message for me or a local officer please call 0845 458 6390.

To provide anonymous information please call Cheshire Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

For up to date information about what is happening in your local area, please visit Cheshire Police’s website and view the Culcheth, Croft and Glazebury section by searching on your postcode.

Thank you all for your support and I look forward to this continuing.

SUMMER PLAY SCHEME

Last year’s Play Scheme was well attended.  69 children were registered with 316 attending over the three weeks period.

This year the Parish Council will again fund the Play Scheme which will be held at the Youth Centre, Smithy Lane each weekday from 10.00 am – 12 noon from 26 July – 13 August.

OLIVE BRANCH COMMUNITY CHURCH

The Olive Branch Community Church, now in its ninth year, meets every Sunday morning at 10.45 am in Croft Youth Centre, Smithy Lane.  On the first and third Sundays of each month they worship together in the All-Age Family Services.  Other weeks, they meet together around the breakfast table to share coffee and toast.  One church member said ‘I love the breakfast meetings.  They are a great opportunity to really get to know one another, to build relationships and to support each other.  We always end with a short time of worship and an encouraging thought for the week.  They are a really relaxed informal way of going to church’.

If you would like to join them or would like further information, please contact John or Sue Hoyles on 765451.

CROFT PRIMARY SCHOOL

From the Headteacher

2009/10 was another busy year for us at Croft.  Our South African partnership continues to flourish and in the summer of 2009 we welcomed the principal of our partner 

school-Usindiso-to Croft.  Mr Vusimuzu Nkasa was with us for a week and spent that time working with the staff and the children.  In October Mrs Bedford and Mrs Stewart made the return journey and visited Soweto to work with the educators and learners at Usindiso to agree some ideas for joint projects over the next few years.

We have been continuing with our school grounds improvements so that we can provide quality outdoor learning experiences for our children.  In addition to the orienteering trail that has been put into the grounds, the children can now access a traversing wall under the close supervision of expert ‘spotters’ who have been trained as part of their Physkids role.  (The Physkids  are sports leaders who help supervise our younger children at lunch time teaching them traditional games and providing activities that encourage social interaction).  The PTA are, as always, working very hard to raise funds to add to the activity trails and imaginative play areas that we have already and hopefully the children on the Junior playground will soon have some permanent access to facilities such as basketball posts, a stage area and a multi-use games area.

In April, the whole school are looking forward to an Outdoor Learning week and the teachers have planned as many lessons outside as possible.  The children will take part in a host of exciting activities including street dance, forest theatre, Big Art, design technology (‘Build a Big Hat’), orienteering and of course the JIM JAM Jog.  Among the many visitors to the school during the week will be: Warrington Wolves Primrose and Blues team; a chain saw artist who will demonstrate the art of chainsaw sculpting to the children and staff and leave behind some fantastic sculptures for our nature trail; a local artist will work for four days with the children to produce some fantastic pieces for our entrance hall; and the team from Gauntlet Falconry Centre will no doubt mesmerise the children again with their falcons, eagles, vultures and owls.

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone in the community for the support they give to our school in making it a lovely place for the children to learn.

CHRIST CHURCH CROFT

Regular services are held in church on Sundays at the following times.

On the first and third Sundays in the month there is a Holy Communion service at 

9.00 am which is according to the Book of Common Prayer.

Holy Communion and Morning Worship services alternate each Sunday at 10.30 am.  Full details are published in the monthly newsletter (each household will receive a copy of the Easter edition) and on the church notice board.  Pew bags containing items to amuse small children are available in church.  All 10.30 am services are followed by tea or coffee in the church hall.

As well as Sunday services the Ladies Fellowship meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 10.00 am in the church hall to which all are welcome.

For those who enjoy meeting up with friends for a chat, there is a coffee morning on the second Thursday of the month between 10.30 and 12.00 am, also in the church hall.

Our church choir currently meets for practice on Friday afternoons at 4.00 pm in church.  New members are always welcome.

We would like to thank those who took part in our village survey by completing the questionnaire.  Feedback from this will be in the Easter newsletter.

Details and further information can be found in the church website : www.newchurch-christchurch.net.

MESSY CHURCH

Messy Church in Croft is one year old!
Organised by Christ Church this is an informal get together, with refreshments, for parents, carers and children of primary school age, followed by activities and a short time of worship.  It meets in the Memorial Hall on alternate Mondays after school in term time.  All children are welcome from 3 00 pm onwards until 4.00 – 4.15 pm.

CROFT SCOUT GROUP

2009 – A year of change

Croft’s Scout Group, the 8th Warrington East, was formed in 1976 and has become a major part of community activities for young people in the village.  The Beaver Club, Cub and Scout sections provide adventurous activities and personal development for young people aged between 6 and 14 years.  Like many voluntary groups it relies on adult volunteers to run it and, like all voluntary organisations, we face a constant challenge to ensure we have enough adult leaders to provide a full and rewarding programme.

Whilst the Scout section had a full complement of leaders, the Beavers and Cubs sections were sharing a leader meaning that we could only run a limited programme and we were faced with the likelihood that the Beavers and Cubs may have to close.

We weren’t prepared to let the Beavers and Cubs down.  Closure wasn’t an option and so we started a major recruitment drive, managing to find four volunteers to take on the task.  After a few weeks we managed to secure new leadership teams for the Beavers and Cubs.  It’s wonderful to see that all the sections now have enough leaders to offer a full programme, meaning that the Cubs would be able to start outdoor activities again, including camping weekends.

Even though we have enough leaders to run a full programme we’d love more adults to join us, and we want to recruit two more female leaders as we now have many girls in the group.  Whilst there is a waiting list for Scouts, we have a few places in Beavers and Cubs, so if your son or daughter would like to join, please contact Andrew Collier, Group Scout Leader on 01925 471091.

WELCOME TO CROFT W.I.

Croft W.I. is a thriving group of around 80 members.  We meet in Croft Village Memorial Hall at 7.30 pm on the third Wednesday of every month.  As well as listening to interesting speakers, members can join in many of our activities, which include bowling at the local green every Monday afternoon from 12 April through to October, monthly walks during the summer and our reading group all year round.  We also organise regular theatre trips and outings to a variety of places of interest which this year include a day trip to Cholmondeley Castle to celebrate Cheshire Federation’s 90th birthday on 18 May, Kiss Me Kate at the Brindley Theatre on 22 April, the National Arboretum and Chethams School of Music.

Each July we take part in the Croft Carnival, entering the float competition as well as having our stall on the village playing field.  We also hold a monthly luncheon club and trip to the cinema at Westbrook.  Several members are currently attending computer courses at Culcheth High School and Warrington Collegiate and a Genealogy course is planned for April.

If you are interested in attending one of our meetings, please contact Doreen Clare on 01925 766327 or Sue Birchall on 01925 764555 or visit www.cheshirewi.org.uk/institutes for details of our 2010 programme.

CROFT PRESCHOOL AND BREAKFAST CLUB

Our aim is for all children to have a sense of belonging, to be valued and cared for.

At Croft Pre- School we believe that all children are individuals.  Children deserve a safe, secure and happy environment.  Each child’s learning and development will be supported to their full potential and at their own pace.

Pre School has been established since 1967 and is run by a committee of volunteer parents.  We are a registered charity.  Our Charity Registration Number is 1064382.  We are registered with and inspected by OFSTED.  We are also part of Warrington Borough Council’s Children’s Services Sure Start Partnership.

Croft Pre School and Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club (Croft Primary)
Monday – Friday morning
         8.00 – 8.55 am

Breakfast Club (St Lewis’s)

Monday – Friday morning
         7.30 – 8.55 am

Pre – school sessions


Monday – Friday morning
         9.00 – 11.30 am

Lunch Club



Monday, Wednesday, Thursday    11.30 – 12.30 pm

Pre – school session


Wednesday afternoon

       12.30 – 3.00 pm

Pre School offers education and care for children aged two and a half to four years old.  The Pre School and Breakfast Club is registered with OFSTED to take a maximum of 26 children per session.

In March 2009 the pre school was successful in applying for grant funding from Warrington Borough Council to develop our outdoor woodland area.  Some of this money, along with a donation from the Naylor Trust, has been used towards clearing the woodland site of dead and diseased trees, erecting fencing and making the ground area safe for our children to use.  Along with donations from parents and staff, we have planted bulbs, trees and herbs.  The Pre School Committee are underway with fundraising – Family Disco 15 May at the Village Club in Culcheth – to continue with the development of the woodland area and the and the pre school itself.  This includes a wooded gazebo and additional equipment.

For further information please contact us at Croft Pre School, Memorial Hall, Mustard Lane Croft, WA3 7DG Tel 0777 3077694

Email – croftpreschool@live.co.uk
www.croftpreschool.com.

NEWS FROM PAM’S JAMS, LOWES FARM, KENYON LANE, KENYON

‘Your Village Needs You’!!!

A charity 40s night in aid of ‘Help the Heros’ on 19 June 2010 at Moss Side Farm, Rixton from 7.30 pm.  Tickets available from Bettina Sharpe, Moss Side Farm, Manchester Road, Rixton tel 814853 or Pam’s Jams, Lowes Farm, Kenyon Lane tel 764607.  Watch out for the posters for more information of a really swinging night.

Pam’s Jams re-opens on Thursday 18 March with all your favourites and some new goodies.

Open every Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 10 am.

RURAL BUS SERVICE

The Rural Rider bus service, which is run by the Borough Council in conjunction with Wezs Travel, has been funded by a Rural Bus Grant from the Government and includes a variety of services including a postal service and a ring and ride service.

The route includes Birchwood, Croft, Kenyon, Culcheth, Glazebrook, Hollins Green and Rixton as well as Bents Garden Centre.  The route has also been adapted to go into the Fowley Common Lane and Mee Brow Estates.  The bus service runs on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays between 10 am and 6.30 pm.

The postal service exists for residents who are unable to get to a post box, where the driver will collect any letters and post them.

A ring and ride service is available to the rural community, helping residents slightly off the bus route to be picked up and dropped off at their front doors.  The purpose of this service is to pick up residents at times and places that suit them and will be available on the Fowley Common Lane Estate, Common Lane, Broseley Avenue, Main Lane and New Lane End.  Residents living around these areas can contact Wezs Travel on 01925 490630 to arrange a pick-up.
Details of the timetables are:-

Mondays to Fridays (except Public Holidays)


Tender Code




 C
      C
      C
     C


Service No.




192
     193
     193
    193








MWF
     MWF  MWF
Rixton (Chapel Lane/Claydon Gardens)

1000

Hollins Green, Eagle and Child


1005

Hollins Green, Black Swan



1006

Glazebrook (Glazebrook Lane/Carlton Way)

1010

Glazebrook Station




1012

Glazebury (Bents Garden Centre)


                  1130    1410    1810

Glazebury, Queens Avenue



                  1132    1412    1812

Fowley Common Lane Estate



                     #          #           #

Mee Brow, Churchill Avenue



                  1137    1417    1817

Culcheth Library




1020          1140    1420    1820

Common Lane, Broseley Avenue


1022             #            #         #

Kenyon Main Lane




1027             #            #         #

New Lane End, The Plough



1029             #            #         #

Croft General Elliot




1030           1150     1430   1830

Croft House





1033           1153

Locking Stumps, Copperfield Close


1040           1200

Heatherfield House




1043           1203

Birchwood Centre




1046           1206

Birchwood Station




1048           1208


Tender Code




C
       C
        C
      C         C


Service No.



           193
      192       193     193     193







          MWF         MWF    MWF  

Birchwood Station




1050
      1220   1330  1630   1730

Birchwood Centre




1052
      1222   1332  1632   1732

Heathfield House




1055
      1225   1335  1635   1735

Locking Stumps, Copperfield Close


1058
      1228   1338  1638   1738

Croft House





1105
      1235   1345  1645   1745

Croft General Elliot




1107          1237    1347   1647   1747

New Lane End, The Plough



   #             1238        #         #         #

Kenyon Main Lane




   #             1240        #         #         #

Common Lane, Broseley Avenue


   #             1245        #         #         #

Culcheth Library




1117          1247    1357   1657   1757

Mee Brow, Churchill Avenue



1120           1400   1700   1800       #

Fowley Common Lane Estate



   #                             #         #         #

Glazebury, Queens Avenue



1125          1405    1705    1805

Glazebury (Bents Garden Centre)


1127          1407    1707    1807

Glazebrook Station




                  1255

Glazebrook, (Glazebrook Lane/Carlton Way)

      1257

Hollins Green Black Swan




      1301

Hollins Green, Eagle and Child



      1302

Rixton (Chapel Lane/Claydon Gardens)


      1307

C
- Contracted journey (operated on behalf of Warrington Borough Council).

MWF
- Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only.

#
- Service 193 operates via  these points on request only. Passengers wishing to use these journeys should contact Wezs Travel on 01925 490630 before travelling.

CROFT CARNIVAL

It was a beautiful start to the Carnival last year – quite a change from the weather of the previous two years! All help at this time was very much appreciated.

As always, the Carnival Parade was excellent and although there was a little hold up due to parked cars, the committee wishes to thank all of the residents and visitors who do try to help the parade by not parking on the corners and routes of the parade.

The Queen, Princess, Rosebud and attendants all did a wonderful job and represented the village fantastically.  Well done!

The main arena act last year was Jez Avery with his mountain bike stunt show.  This went down a storm and family members of all ages were amazed at some of the tricks Jez was performing!  Again there was a circus skills workshop for children to practice and perform in – this area is always very popular and develops a huge range of practical skills.

The weather held off until later in the afternoon – unfortunately this was when our local dance troupe was performing.  These wonderful little dancers show professionalism beyond their years by insisting that ‘the show must go on!’  Well done to all these fantastic performers!

The downturn in weather didn’t last and again the evening races were a great success finishing, as always, with our famous egg throwing competition.

The Carnival Committee would like to thank the Parish Council for all of its support in helping this event going ahead.

Our aim is for all the residents of Croft and surrounding areas to have a great family day.  We hope to achieve this and look forward to seeing you all on Saturday 3 July 2010.

CROFT COMMUNITY NEWS

The Parish Council welcomes articles from all organisations and individuals who operate in the Croft Community.  We deliver to all our 1,000 plus properties.  

If you have an item for inclusion, please ring the Parish Clerk on 733766.

PARISH COMMUNITY GROUPS

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION AND ADDRESSES



St Lewis’ R.C. Church


Croft County Primary School



Mustard Lane 




Mustard Lane



Croft





Croft



Tel: 763171




Tel: 764276

Christ Church Croft



St Lewis’ R C Primary 

Newchurch Rectory



School

Jackson Avenue



Mustard Lane

Culcheth




Croft

Tel; 766300




Tel: 762268



Croft Youth Centre



Croft Village Hall



Smithy Lane




Mustard Lane



Croft





Croft



Tel: 764517




Tel: 762702









Bookings – Tel: 828441



Croft Pre School



Community Police Liaison



Croft Village Hall



Officer

Mustard Lane




Tel : 826626



Croft





Voicemail 0845 458 6390



Tel: 07773 077694

Warrington Borough Council


Police for immediate

Customer Services Help Desk

assistance

Tel:- 444400




Tel: 999

Street Lighting



To report a crime or non-

Tel:- 443000




emergency incident

0845 458 0000

United Utilities (for water leaks)



0845 746 2200

Councillors and Parish Clerk



Your Parish Councillors


Telephone Number



Cllr. Val Allen





767274



Cllr, Merril Cummerson (Vice Chairman))

764127



Cllr. Jim Hilton




no number



Cllr. Les Hoyle, J P (Chairman)


810130



Cllr. Jeff Shelley 




764517



Cllr. Carole Thewsey




764694

Parish Clerk – Gerry McCann – 733766

Council Offices and address for correspondence:-

Unit K1, Taylor Business Park, Warrington Road, Risley WA3 6BL

Tel/Fax 01925 733766

Email: pc@croftvillagecheshire.co.uk

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month (except August) at the Village Hall, Mustard Lane, Croft.  The public and press are invited to attend.

Please contact your local Councillors to raise issues.

Your local Warrington Borough Councillors are




         Cllr. Les Hoyle, J P   Tel: 810130
Cllr. Keith Bland       Tel: 766641

Cllr. Sue Bland          Tel: 766641

The Parish Council minutes can be inspected at the Village Hall, Culcheth Library and the Village Website www.croftvillagecheshire.co.uk

